Prelude to the Coronation

brought in on trays by a hundred servitors, and was very copious
and highly spiced, consisting of every kind of fish and fowl,
domestic animal and wild game, with mountains of rice, many
relishes, and much fruit. For some of the dishes an acquired taste
was necessary, such as shredded rat, fried snake, and fricasseed
bat, all of which Manrique firmly declined to sample. There does
not seem to have been heavy drinking, an omission which north-
ern Europeans would have found inexcusable.

When the sweets were cleared away, dancers came in. These
were not of the decorous sort who had danced the classic ballet up
at the palace, but girls trained to please a bachelor party. Dressed
in diaphanous silks or lawns, which did not hide any detail of their
persons, they postured so brazenly that Manrique was obliged to
shut his eyes.

The feast went on till dawn, when 'we went home*, says he,
6 very weary and peevish'.

These festivities continued for six more days, and for each of
the remaining eleven governors there were similar festivities last-
ing seven days. For three months the city was given over to
jollity. It must be confessed that the King was doing his best to
induce his subjects to forget the proscription. But, as we shall see,
though they all enjoyed the spectacles, some of them did not
forget.
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